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Local Chorus, Quartet Get Top Honors in Sing Off
[Cleveland, Ohio] – Both the Greater Cleveland Chorus (GCC) and the quartet TGIF captured first place at the regional Sweet Adelines International Competition held May 20-21 at The Renaissance Hotel Ballroom in Cleveland, Ohio. As regional champions the quartet advances to international competition, which takes place in Houston this October.  The Greater Cleveland Chorus heads to the international stage in the fall of 2012.
“What a thrill it was,” said Marilyn Schroeter, lead singer of TGIF.   “All of us are members of GCC and to capture first place in our home city in both competitions is unprecedented.”
Leading the Greater Cleveland Chorus to victory was Master Director Jean Flinn from Cuyahoga Falls.  Flinn has directed the Greater Cleveland Chorus for more than 17 years. Since chartering in 1986, the Greater Cleveland Chorus has had the opportunity to compete in several regional competitions and have now won six consecutive first place prizes. This year 63 of the 79 - member chorus performed onstage and wowed the judges and audience with its creative and musical entertainment package. 

Another winner in the weekend singing competition was the American Cancer Society.  The 700 plus women who participated in the weekend event helped raised money for the annual “Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk”, which took place Saturday morning.  In a show of support, 25 Sweet Adeline breast cancer survivors stood on stage and received a standing ovation. (Photo enclosed)
The Greater Cleveland Chorus is one of 14 Sweet Adelines International choruses that participated in the Lake Erie Region 17 regional competition. These choruses represent Region 17, which includes portions of Michigan, Indiana, Pennsylvania and Ohio. Their total score of 600 exceeded their competitors, placing them at number one in their region and offering them the extraordinary opportunity to compete for the International gold. 

The Greater Cleveland Chorus members range in age teens to ageless who all share a love for music and singing four-part barbershop harmony. The chorus holds weekly rehearsals on Tuesdays at Independence United Methodist Church, 6615 Brecksville Rd, Independence, OH. To learn more about Sweet Adelines International and how to become a member of the Greater Cleveland Chorus visit their Web site at www.gcchorus.com or contact Deb Ferenc, Membership Coordinator at debbersings@yahoo.com.  More information is available on the International Web site by visiting, http://www.sweetadelineintl.org. 
Sweet Adelines International is a musical force in the United States and around the world. The organization is headquartered in Tulsa, Oklahoma where it was founded in 1945. This nonprofit music education organization is one of the world's largest singing organizations for women encompassing more than 25,000 members, 1,200 registered quartets and 600 choruses in most of the fifty United States, Australia, Canada, England, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Scotland, Sweden, The Netherlands and Wales.
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